
ASSOCIATION OF SHREWSBURY RAILWAY MODELLERS 

 

 
Chris Kapolka took this atmospheric shot while on a photo charter on the Mid Hants Railway 

with SR Schools class 30925 Cheltenham on the last day of its boiler ticket.  He rode on the 

footplate for an hour which was rather fun, though the weather was dire. 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the fifth of our quarterly newsletters.  Thank you to all of you who have sent in 

photos and articles.   Please continue to send in material.   The next edition will be edited by 

Peter Cox. 

 

Nick Coppin 

 

My Ordinary - Layout update. 

 

When the call for newsletter items was posted, I had nothing out of ‘my ordinary’ to submit 

and so I thought an update on ‘my ordinary’ may be of interest.  This was started at the very 

beginning of the Covid pandemic and what is shown in the photos is progress to date.  I 

remember driving to IKEA to buy some trestles for my layout and en route hearing about the 

proposed lockdown period in 2020.   

 

The layout is basically to represent an industrial area in the West Riding of Yorkshire around 

Dewsbury.  This location was served by the GN, L&Y, LNWR & MR.  The GC was to the south 

around Sheffield and the NER to the north at Leeds and Harrogate.  The model was based on 

‘sketchy’ details found on the ‘net’ which indicated that around 1906, the MR were buying 



up land in Bradford to extend south from their Forster Square station (N. side of Bradford) to 

connect with their Goods only depot at Savile Town, south of Dewsbury.  This would give a 

route from the Midlands, Sheffield, London, Derby etc through to Bradford and Carlisle that 

effectively bypassed Leeds.  The MR also had several joint ventures with the NER in 

Yorkshire, including running powers between Harrogate (NER) and Bradford (MR).  This, in 

theory, is another joint venture and I have a collection of MR - NER and LMS – LNER items to 

run on it.  I favour the periods 1923 just before grouping and 1947 preceding nationalisation. 

 

The board construction is mdf on a 2” x 1” frame with hardboard fascias – big mistake.  

Whilst this has worked many times before, for reasons unknown, there has been a lot of 

‘sagging’ of the boards this time.  Track is 00 Scaleway bullhead or PECO bullhead.  Some 

points are handmade using copper clad sleepers, although a little bit of PECO Streamline 

does come into play due to my decision to extend the scenic section.  Buildings are a mix of 

scratch built Plasticard, Metcalfe card kits, Scale Scenes print offs, my first attempt at a DAS 

building, one Ratio signal box kit and a ‘butchered’ Hornby viaduct.  The remaining 

scenery/levels is made from styrene, cardboard, paper mache, static grass, and Woodland 

Scenic materials. 

 

I have recently made some backscenes by wetting and bending some hardboard.  These are 

presently painted white waiting for my ‘Bob Ross’ transplant to come through. 

 

 

 
The goods yard with scratch build good shed made from recycled Ratio walls. 



 
View looking in the northerly direction. 

 

 
Passing the Power Station with the coal feeder line girder bridge ahead. 



 
View looking south just before the good yard. 

 

 
Housing area just south of the station. 



View looking south to north – I still haven’t found how to weather platform tops. 

Graham Betts 

 

 

 
Detail of Schools class Cheltenham taken by Chris Kapolka 

 

 

 



My attempt at creating a Backscene. 

One section of my layout has remained in a very basic state for quite a while. Some time ago 

my two end-to-end layouts (Penrhos and Lydgate) were each extended to form circles and 

which crossed over each other at this point and the intention was for this baseboard section 

to be a rustic diorama, in contrast with the stations, coal mine, quarry and industry etc. 

elsewhere on the layout. The main feature being a railway embankment running through the 

middle of a hillside.  

 
Before I could get started on the landscaping, I needed a decent backdrop to set it off and 

whilst I had already chosen a photo-backscene to use from the range of ‘id Backscenes’ I 

couldn’t make up my mind as to the best way to mount it. It needed to be an L-shape with a 

curve in the corner and because it would straddle two baseboard sections I wanted to make 

it removable. I purchased the “Village” P203 pack AA from Art Printers which is supplied, 

rolled up, in two 1.5m x 380mm sections and printed on a self-adhesive, “water, scratch and 

tear resistant” polypropylene material. I concluded that it would be too difficult to make the 

frame in one piece (and too unwieldy) so compromised by having two sections  -  knowing 

that the join could be largely hidden by trees etc.  For the rear section I used a sheet of 

hardboard mounted on a lightweight frame and with a 90° stub on one side to support the 

curve.  

 




