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Association of Shrewsbury Railway Modellers

March 2022 Newsletter

Even though, we hope, we are leaving winter behind now, I could not resist heading this
newsletter with this magnificent photograph of Chinese QJ locomotives in Inner Mongolia
taken by our new member, Chris Kapolka. He has travelled the world photographing
railways, and there will be further examples of this and of his modelling work later in this
newsletter. Welcome to the Association, Chris: this is an impressive way to introduce
yourself.

There is a very broad spread of interesting articles below, as I am sure you will agree, and I
am very grateful to all those who have taken the time and trouble to contribute, so many that
I have not felt it necessary to put together an article of my own - so thank you for that!

I am sure we all hope that the worst of the covid epidemic is behind us and that, interesting
and enjoyable as they have proved to be, the zoom meetings are a thing of the past. Even
when be-masked, the in person meetings are so much more rewarding, and the new venue
seems to be working well. T am looking forward to seeing your layouts next Wednesday.

Peter Cox
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Triang 3F updating.

Just after the first Covid lockdown in 2020 | bought a redundant ‘train set’ from a chap who simply wanted the
space for other purposes. Many would have thought it ‘junk’ due to its age and condition, and was in very poor
condition. Regarding the loco’s, none of the four diesels worked but the four steam did — badly. All have been
repaired and some were brought along to the recent Association sale event. Alas, nobody was interested and |
have since sold one on ebay for £51, so they did have some value.

This article is about two Triang LMS 3F’s that did not appear at that meeting as they were under refurbishment for
use on my NER/MR — LNER/LMS layout.

The 3F ‘Jinty’.

This had been dropped, had no chimney, steps missing, was partially repainted with aluminium paint and a wheel
had a short circuit. | refurbished this by:

e Replacing the X03 motor from a redundant Hornby ‘Smokey Joe’ 0-4-0. The motor needed a front plate
to fit the X03 slots and a rear plate to hold the bronze bearing. The motor was wired with a dcc harness.

e Replacing the Triang wheels with old Romford wheels, new bearings and a matched set of used Romford
40:1 gears. New coupling rods from Wizard Models cost £2.40.

e Cosmetics included a chimney from 247 Developments, handrails, a new step, coal rails, couplings,
respray and transfers already at hand.

e Todo: | need a new whistle.
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The 3F Deeley.
Painted in maroon, it did work but still had the wrong tender fitted. This was fettled, at a little cost by:

e Replacing the X03 motor by making up a Markits gearbox and Mashima motor I'd had for several years
with nothing specific in mind. The chassis block was modified to fit and the motor wired with a dcc
harness.

e The wheels were replaced with surplus Romford wheels and new bushes fitted.

e | bought a Bachmann 3F tender body for about £20. Proportionately, it seemed a lot at the time but it
saved me hours of blood, sweat and tears! With a little persuasion, filling and determination | married it
to the existing Triang chassis.

e The cosmetics included handrails, exterior boiler fittings, couplings, a respray and transfers already at
hand. | also cut away part of the boiler moulding to give a gap between it and the footplate.

e To do: That chimney has to go and | need another whistle!



The conclusion to this little project is that | now have a couple of useful freight engines working well on dcc.

Graham Betts



Awdry Extravaganza weekend

Back in August last year, | took a trip to Wales to visit a few Narrow-Gauge railways such as the
Welshpool & Llanfair railway, the Corris railway and of course the Talyllyn railway.

My main purpose for visiting the Talyllyn was due to an event being held that was something of
great significance to me as it was the very first event that was celebrating the works of the Reverend
Wilbert Awdry.

The event was spearheaded by it own volunteers and organised by Luke Ryan (no relation), whom is
an expert of all matters related to Wilbert Awdry and his work on the Railway Series.
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The original artwork from the ‘Railway Series’ books was to me a truly wonderful moment as I'd
grown up reading these books and to see the very original artwork that was used for the books was
brilliant.

To also see in person the various written scripts the Reverend had written in his own handwriting
and his first drawings he had scripted on rough paper was truly something. The props and
merchandise they had were a nice touch as well.

But pride of place was the Reverend’s ‘Ffarquhar Branch’ model railway layout. To watch some of
the original models he had made, was for me remarkable.

However, for me, it was Reverend Awdry’s 009 model railway layout ‘Ulfstead Road’ that stood out,
as it was the inspiration and basis for one of my favourite stories as a child, ‘Duke the Lost Engine’.






The layout and its various locos had been donated and displayed at Reverend Teddy Boston’s
Cadeby Light Railway in Cadeby, Leicestershire, until it sadly closed back in 2005 and was returned to
the Awdry family.

After a long absence, the models and layout were kindly loaned to be displayed for the weekend
event and after much careful and delicate maintenance and necessary repairs, it was proudly back
up and operating for all to see.

Although a few of the models ran very loudly and clearly showed signs of their age, it was truly awe
inspiring to see the original locos in person. Before the event, the only source material you could
find was online and black and white photos.

| naturally spend quite a while observing and taking as many photos as possible of the layout for
future references (the photos featured in this article are just a tiny fraction of what | took).

And of course, | did treat myself to a train ride on the railway.

It was a good weekend and looking forward to attending it again in July this year!

Sam Ryan



EARL'S HALL

Layout Operation

The planning of Earl's Hall, or perhaps more correctly the dreaming of it, had started back
in 2010, but the final design, if indeed the word final may ever be applied to a model
railway layout, was not completed until the summer of 2013. The gestation period thus
exceeding even that of a large mammal. The eureka moment, for it was exactly that, did
not, to the reader's disappointment, take place in the bath as I believe is supposed to be the
traditional location. However the place where light appeared at the end of the tunnel was
during a very lazy hot afternoon stretched out on a veranda overlooking the tranquillity of
a Norwegian fjord; which in many ways provided an ambience not dissimilar to a bath.

The previous three years of avidly gaining ideas from magazines, books, and visits to
exhibitions had suddenly crystallized into a design that suitably satisfied the criteria on
which I had placed constraints. In truth these impositions were not that onerous, but
acknowledged that at a certain age one has to realise this is to be the last layout, and if by
some miracle it is ever to be finished must be constructed to provide sufficient 'play-
worthiness'. This N gauge layout was originally designed to fit into a room 10ft by 7ft and
would be what some call a folded figure of eight and with a double track would provide the
appearance of slow and fast lines, although in reality the slow line would cross to become
the fast line and vice versa. An advantage of N gauge and DCC being that the track length
would enable two trains to run on each circuit. Two important things were to be included:
firstly an MPD and carriage sidings to accommodate the ever growing inventory of rolling
stock and secondly to use the numerous points I had managed to pick up at a very good
price on a second-hand stall. However the stall holder (with whom I had worked with in a
former capacity) had obtained all these brand new from somebody who had purchased
them to create an N gauge layout but then decided he would change scale to OO. His loss
and my gain, although as the bulk purchase included 30 yards of code 55 the wallet was
subjected to a major incursion, but it was for the greater good.

A house move in 2018 enabled the 7'x2' MPD and carriage sidings to be separated with a
long link to the main boards as has previously been described, and so operational interest
was further improved as trains could now be made up before running down the branch line
to join the down slow main and onwards. This then has enabled 4 trains to run on the
main lines, one on the goods-only line which can be run independently, and a shuttle on
the branch which at a scale speed takes 2 minutes each way. I now really thought that I
had cracked it with the ability to run 6 trains simultaneously by myself and if joined by
someone else further movements could be made at the same time within the confines of
the MPD and the now extended sidings.

However this did not provide the satisfaction I had striven to achieve as having made up
various trains away from the main running lines, once the signal cleared for them to start a
journey on either the down slow or to cross to the up slow, the layout seemed to rapidly
morph into a roundy-roundy. This was pleasantly relaxing to watch, especially as I could
now step outside of the operating well to control and 'watch the trains go by' from different
view points; but in reality this has limited long term appeal. And so I searched the
bookshelves and took down that classic by C J Freezer entitled “Model Railway Operation
in Accordance with Prototype Practice”. A catchy little title first printed in 1993. How easy
it is to lose oneself in Freezer's books, and when I came to Chapter 6 headed “Evolving the
Timetable” my thoughts went into overdrive a I strived for a long time as to how I might
run to a timetable.



But in the end I had to accept the layout did not lend itself to such formality, particularly as
it had not been designed within the strict parameters of prototypical operation. If it had
been then the available space would not have provided the complexity and interest I had
sought following completion.

And so after much deliberation I abandoned the idea of a timetable but still felt that some
discipline was desirable as opposed to the ad hoc running I had so far carried out based
purely upon a whim of the moment. I therefore opted for what might be called a 'running
sequence', which now details where stock should be stationed, how trains should be made
up, which direction of travel and when they would dwell in the station or be held in a
passing loop. Whether the fabrication of such a thing is easier or quicker than formulating
a timetable I cannot say, but what can be said is that the construction of such a sequence is
totally absorbing and at times, when testing theory against practice by actual running, can
be quite frustrating having to ensure there are no conflicting movements. But now I have
concocted over 4 hours of run-time taking 10 pages of instruction with a change of stock
mid way which further rings the changes, and revitalises the little grey cells.

Of course there is nothing new in this and it is traditionally done with flip cards, but a
quick count on a single page of instruction suggests something like 80 cards; and with the
10 pages so far produced would seem a mite unwieldy. I have to admit that a spreadsheet
on 10 pages of A4 paper is not fully satisfactory but will have to do pending some future
inspiration or welcome suggestion.

To reproduce those pages here would be a most boring thing as the detail, by definition,
relates solely to Earl's Hall; however a sample is reproduced should it prove of any interest
to anyone considering such a thing. This is part of the first page - later ones become more
complex. The green banding indicates when the branch line is free to run any of the 5
available trains. These latter trains are indeed operated according to whim, but with the
choice available I can accept this.

Michael Bennett

(I have included a plan of Michael’s layout, placing it and his running schedule example
on the same page to assist in following what he has been doing. Note that for ease of
interpretation Michael has cut (with scissors!) the plan so that the round and round
appears to be linear — you will see that Board A appears top left and again at bottom
right. I apologise that the plan is not as sharp as it might be, but I have not been able to
improve it digitally. However, I hope it helps. Peter Cox)
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time hrs & move class number CV.a instructions
mins
loco backs onto waiting coal train
0.00 01 To9 313 13
coal train waits at top of bank to pin down
02 108 2 car whiskers 82 moves to stabling siding (between platforms 11 & 12)
03 Tg 313 13 proceeds slowly to ON gantry signal
. proceeds wrong line working on DN SLOW
04 101 3 car whiskers 73
runs into platform 9 (DN LOOP)
0.06 05 Tg 313 13 coal train crosses to down slow & continues running
leaves platforms 1 & 2 &joins UP SLOW via UP GOODS LOOP
06 101 4 car Y2 yellow 1014
continues running
07 122 1 car white cab 71 moves and reverses to goods yard alongside banana vans
0.13 08 17 8585 8585 leaves MPD and waits at signal gantry
09 101 4 car Yo yellow 1014 pulls into platform 6 UP LOOP leaving goods x-ing clear
0.18 10 Ty 313 13 halts at either high or low level DN signal gantry
loco crosses onto DN SLOW, crosses from DN SLOWto UP
11 17 8585 8585 SLOW and proceeds into goods yard to couple up to 5 banana
vans in loading dock
0.30 12 To & 4 car 13 1014 Once.8585 clear of main lines, T9 & 4 car 101 continue
101 running
hauls banana vans into platforms 1 &2
propels 5 vans onto 3 banana vans at end of platform 1
13 17 8585 8585 shunts 8 van banana train onto UP GOODS LOOP
runs around train and propels train onto guards van
returns fully made train to UP GOODS LOOP & uncouples




An OO Scale Lattice Footbridge

based on the bridges at New Milton (Hampshire) and Addlestone (Surrey) but apparently found
further afield too. Another masterwork from Andy at Severn Models.
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Andy Vaughan

And then there are serious bridges for trains, not just passengers:-

Peruvian Central Railway Chris Kapulka






