ASRM Newsletter 2

Hello and welcome to our strange, apocalyptic world! What a difference a few days make.

Anyway, back to the trains. This newsletter will be devoted to two things, the reports which
would have been presented to the AGM on 1% April and some of the examples of your work
which should have been shown off to the meeting after the AGM. Thank you to all who have
contributed to this issue.

AGM

The intended Agenda for 2020 AGM.
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Apologies

Minutes of 2019 AGM

Matters Arising

Chairman's Report

Treasurer's Report

Website Editor’s Report

Election of Principal Officers for 2020/21
AOB

Date of next AGM: 7th April 2021

Of the current Committee , Peter Cox, Chairman, Dave Gotliffe, Treasurer and Nick Coppin, Secretary)
are all willing to offer themselves for re-election. David Evans, Website Editor wishes to stand down and
we therefore are looking for a new Website Editor. In addition, if there are any other nominations for
any of the Principal Officer posts (with the Nominee's full agreement), please let me know.

However, due to Covid19, we are unable to meet, so for now the AGM will just consist of the
following:

Minutes of 2019 AGM

Chairman's Report will follow when Peter is better.
Treasurer's Report

Website Editor’s Report

The ASRM members can be assured that the Committee will include the delayed AGM as part of a
meeting night as soon as possible.

Nick Coppin, Secretary ASRM



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April 2019, at 7.15pm, at
The Priory School, Longden Road, Shrewsbury

1.0.  Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received from lan Payne and Trevor Hughes
Those present (22 including two potential new members) recorded in the Attendance Register.

2.0. Minutes of the 2018 AGM:
It was proposed by Michael Glover and seconded by David Evans that these be accepted as a
true record of the meeting. Agreed.

3.0. Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising.

4.0. Chairman’s Report:

We have enjoyed another lively and stimulating series of meetings this past year, with visiting
speakers talking on Railways and Mining in Shropshire; Authentic Model Railway operation;
Scenic Modelling and Back Scenes; and Recording and Reporting the Narrow Gauge World.
The following members also contributed talks: Gordon Woods on Fitting DCC Sound to Steam
and Diesel Locomotives; Andrew Vaughan on Creating a Diorama (you can blame him for
tonight’s challenge — I certainly do!); and, nobly stepping in last month at the last minute, Dave
Gotliffe on Swiss railways with his superb Z-scale townscape. Also, who could forget Sam
Ryan’s beautifully modelled pork pies and sausage rolls at Christmas! In addition we have
shared, to great interest and advantage I have certainly found, some of our current models and
projects at various times during the year. Our summer meeting was a very enjoyable evening
spent at Mick Ogden’s 16mm, 32mm and OO layouts in Broseley. Many thanks to all those of
you who have contributed.

As always, if you missed any of these meetings, or wish to refresh your memory, they are all
written up on the website. Ian Payne has had to spend a large slice of his time this year trying to
overcome various obscurely awkward accessibility problems on the website, but to judge from
my recent visits to it he seems to have done a really good job in sorting things out — all without
hurling his pc out of the window in frustration and claiming for a new one from the
association!(I am sure all those of us who have wrestled with recalcitrant pcs think, and hope,
that driverless cars are a long way further off than the techies tell us!) As the site is very much
the public face of the association, I am sure you will wish to join me in thanking Ian for his
perseverance with this, and also David Evans who acts as site editor.

As far as meetings go the questions continue to be, is this the right balance, and are these the
right topics? Your replies to the questionnaire your committee put round has been helpful in this
respect. A few clear favourites have emerged and we are trying to respond to these, but the
broad spread of all our interests has meant a very broad spread of suggested topics. You will
need to keep renewing your membership over the long term if you wish to see them all covered!

We always need new members too of course, and please may we ask you to keep this in mind?
Remember that you are welcome to bring a friend along at any time: this word of mouth



approach is surely the best way to encourage new members. As mentioned at the March
meeting, your committee have been considering the idea of taking a stand at the Shrewsbury
exhibitions to see if we can widen our audience. We have reclaimed the ASRM stand from
David Knight, beautifully hand made by him as you would expect, and we are looking for ideas
for how we could use it. Rather than rush into the May 18th Exhibition we thought we would
see what we could come up with for the Autumn Exhibition. Your thoughts, ideas and help on
this would be very much appreciated.

The main burden of running the Association falls upon Nick Coppin, and the financial - and
refreshment - onus upon Dave Gotliffe, and I would like to finish by thanking them both on your
behalf for running the Association so efficiently and enthusiastically for the past year.

Peter Cox 3rd April 2019

5.0. Treasurer’s Report:
Accepting the accounts was proposed by Michael Ling and seconded by Gordon Woods.
Agreed.

6.0. Election of Principal Officers for 2017/18:
The current Committee (Peter Cox, Chairman, David Evans, Website Editor, Dave Gotliffe,
Treasurer and Nick Coppin, Secretary) offered themselves for re-election. Accepted nem com.

7.0.  Any other Business:

Nick Coppin mentioned about the October Shrewsbury MRS and asked for volunteers to help
organise a stand.

Dick Braidwood asked about the possibility of a talk on 3D printing. Stephen Duffell suggested
Alan Buttler of Modelu might be prepared to reschedule his talk. Nick to contact Alan.

8.0. Date of Next AGM:
Ist April 2020 - final details to be confirmed nearer the date.

Following the formal part of the meeting, 12 members shared their entries for the Diorama
Challenge with the rest of the members and two other members showed us rolling stock they had
made; much to everyone's interest.

Nick Coppin, Secretary April 2019

Treasurer’s Report for the year 1st April 2019 — 31st March 2020

1. Summary of the Association’s financial position as at 31/03/2020
Opening balance as at 01/04/2019 (as agreed at the 2019 AGM):

Income 01/04/2019 — 31/03/2020
2020 subscriptions (25 x £30.00) 00
Refund of Room Key Deposit
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Christmas Raffle proceeds
Total income

Outgoings 01/04/2019 — 31/03/2020

Room Hire

Refreshments

Speakers’ expenses/charity donation in lieu e
Materials

Raffle Prizes

Total outgoings

Balance as at 31/03/2020 _ -

2. Notes

1) A copy of the Cash Book, detailing all financial transactions, is available on request.

(i) The main expenditure is the hire of the room at the Priory School and the cost of refreshments
— 10 meetings a year (we meet at an external venue in July and we do not meet in August).

(iii) Up to November 2019 the monthly room hire charge was _ including tea and coffee.
From December 2019 the monthly charge reduced to £ _but tea and coffee were no
longer available from the school. Since then the Association has funded tea and coffee
separately.

(iv) No expenses were claimed by any external speakers during the period covered by this
statement. Donations in lieu were made, of =~ ‘o the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway and
£50.00 to the Railway Children charity.

v) The cost of “materials” (- _ related to refurbishing the Association’s publicity stand in

advance of the Shrewsbury model railway show on 19" October 2019 (which we
subsequently decided not to attend).
(vi) The membership year ends on 30" September. The cash balance at that date is therefore the
best measure of the Association’s true surplus. The cash balance on 30" September 2019 was
oo us at 30" September 2018; . . . 30" September 2017).

S

3. Members’ subscriptions 2020 — 2021

Income has exceeded expenditure over the past year, and there is a satisfactory surplus in relation to the
Association’s modest outgoings. However, we must allow for possible speakers’ expenses and any
increase in the room hire rate during the next year.

The committee therefore proposes retaining the membership subscription for the 2020 - 21 year at £30.

David Gotliffe 21% March 2020

Web Editor’s Report
Ian Payne does a first class job in keeping the site in order and spent some time in refreshing the
layout of the site and sorting out one or two technical difficulties over access to the site. With
continued support from Members I believe the Web Site can become a useful focal point of
ASRM's activities.

David Evans
Note. David has decided to step down as web editor and the Committee would like to thank him
on behalf of the members for his contribution to the ASRM. We are now seeking a new Website
Editor and would welcome volunteers please.
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Plastikard Challenge
It has heartening to see how many members have sent in photos of their submissions to the
Plastikard Challenge. Here are pictures and descriptions of what has been sent in so far:

B Phill Yeend has sent in these two photos of

- his model. It represents a Southern Railway
'cathedral' substation for the electric
network around London.

A 4mm Scale Colliery Winding House.

A number of the colliery structures on my Dearness Valley Junction layout are kits, kit-bashed or
‘out of the box’ (although always tweaked) Bachmann or Hornby buildings. In any deep shaft
colliery, the winding gear is iconic and central, but equally significant is the winding house. Kits
and resin models of these buildings are few and far between and not at all what I wanted for a
Durham Coalfield setting, so I quickly decided I was going to - .
have to scratch build the winding house. r A\

I searched out a good many photos mainly from ‘Flickr’ and I
also had former professional model maker Geoff Taylor’s two
excellent books on model buildings.

Having worked out the basic proportions of the building, using
a flattened cereal box, I drew a plan of all four sides, with
appropriate measurements recorded. Windows and the double




door were even more carefully marked then cut out. The corners were scored lightly to allow
sharp folds to be made. The ‘free’ corner had a built-in tab to help glue the four walls into a
structure. The roof was made separately taking measurements from the gable ends. The drawing
took under an hour with a sharp 3H pencil, cutting out about 20mins and gluing about 5 minutes.

.—-_

When placed on the layout the cardboard
mock-up just did not look right. The
proportions were wrong but [ had learned a
lot about marking out and I could see easily
what I needed to change. A second mock-
up was made having changed the footprint
of the building to make it squarer. I then
transcribed the measurements onto separate
sheets of 40thou styrene to form the four
main walls. Window & door sizes and
positions were carefully marked. The
styrene was then cut with a fresh scalpel
blade.

I then laminated Slaters embossed brick
styrene onto the 40thou core sides taking
care to align brick courses on the different
faces. Geoff Taylor suggested using
double-sided tape instead of trying to glue

or use solvent to bond the layers; above all this reduces the likelihood of warping. This seems to

have been very successful.




The brick sheets were cut slightly wider on the two long axes so as to make a better looking joint
at the corners. The short axes of the building fitter inside the overlap which was then trimmed
(with a v sharp blade) to fit and some careful filing smoothed the brick courses together. I have
to be honest that not all the corners worked as easily as this sounds and I have had to put this
down to experience. The camera work shows this up cruelly! The sides were joined with
butanone applied with a small brush.

The roof was made up as a separate fixture also from 40thou styrene and strongly braced as I
wanted it (at least initially) to be removable. For the slates [ wanted to try the Redutex grey slates
but none were available in the UK so I ended up buying it direct from the Spanish manufacturer.
It is very good material but I felt it needed a little toning down which I did with weathering
powders.
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The laser cut card windows came from Geoff Taylor. The glazing is clear plastic from some
packaging, with a grimy coat of filth applied by airbrush before the laser cut window frames
were fixed to the glazing sheet.

The doors are paper from a Scalescenes industrial building kit glued onto styrene. The lintel is a
Plastruct girder and the engineer is a white metal figure but I can’t remember the source:
certainly not one of the well known ranges. [ would probably use Model-U figures now.

The walls were brush coated with brick red enamel and when dry, a well thinned cream-ish
mortar colour (also enamel) was run into the mortar courses and then rubbed off to various
degrees to give an intended far from uniform effect. Some touching up and gentle use of
weathering powders was used to finish.



The inside walls were covered Scalescenes white brickwork
paper; [ wanted a winding drum inside the building and Mrs
Woods came up with something from her sewing box being
an empty thread bobbin. The wooden (now plastic) Silko
ones were too broad a diameter but the Gutterman ones
were just the job. A bit of work with the razor saw, and
more styrene, produced something passable.

Not perfect, but very satisfying to
do and I hope a decent
representation of what I remember
from growing up in the North East.
Gordon Woods

Craven Arms canopy

Over the past few months I have been refurbishing the station building on the Craven Arms club
layout. Some of you will have seen the replacement canopy, which I built in 2019. I am delaying
its installation on the layout until the other refurbishment work around the station is complete.
The canopy, by its very design, is fragile, so [ wanted to install it last.

I am using our enforced isolation to take the opportunity to complete this rather painstaking and
time-consuming work at home.

The new canopy is made mainly from polystyrene — mainly Evergreen square and round sections
of various sizes. There are also 3 rods running along the whole length of the canopy, made of



plastic-coated metal for strength and rigidity. As with the prototype, various station signs will be
suspended from these rods. The following photos give an idea of how the canopy was
constructed:

The next picture shows the old canopy attached to the station building, shortly before its
removal:
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The next picture shows the new canopy (on its temporary stand) in front of the old one. You will
see that the three left-hand ridge-and-furrow sections are of a slightly different design from the
right-hand ones. This is correct; the right-hand sections were added later at the original location,
although we have no idea why they were not built to precisely match the earlier ones.



The next picture shows the rather shabby condition of the station building after removal of the
canopy. I am in the process of refurbishing the platform side of the station building, before
installing the new canopy. Various packing pieces have been inserted into the gaps between the
buildings and the platform, which were then covered with a fine layer of filler before being
sanded, using my usual selection of Halfords wet-and-dry paper of various grades from 240 to
1200 grit.

The next steps will be to carefully scribe the stonework into the replacement filled sections, and
then to carefully paint them. Not being an artist, I am finding one of the most difficult parts of
the whole refurbishment process is matching the paint on new parts with existing unrefurbished
paintwork. I mix paints with cheap plastic shot glasses — and I get through a lot of them!



The layout was originally built in 1975, and has been moved several times since then. So, despite
the shabby condition of some of its structures, the fact that it has survived at all is remarkable. It
is, in fact, a very accurate model of Craven Arms in around 1945/1950 and its accuracy is a
tribute to the original, unknown, layout builders 45 years ago, long before the availability of the
internet and computer files for research material.

Dave Gotliffe

‘The Kennel’

I’ve designed a simple engine shed that had seen better days and its sole occupant is a rusty loco
with some tarpaulin over its funnel.

I'used sheets of brick patterned sheets and roof tiling (not quite skilled enough to design the
brickwork myself. This proved challenging as I couldn’t get the measurements exactly right. At
one stage it looked like a poorly constructed dog kennel that even Snoopy from the Charlie
Brown show wouldn’t have used (hence the name ‘the kennel’ as a joke). Thankfully my dad,
whom is quite good at measurements managed to assist me in getting the look better angled.

I then glued a straight piece of 009 track and after applying ballast, I then used some static grass
in the areas needed, all the while applying a little onto the track to simulate weeds.

I’ll confess I didn’t design my own trees (did not have the time due to work commitments) and
used some pre-made trees which I painted slightly to make them look a little more ‘less plastic’.
But as with any old building, it requires bushes, weeds etc. I used some simple clumps of foliage
and trimmed bits and glued it down in the areas shown. Quite pleased as it kinda highlights and
downplays the overall building.



The layout itself looked a little bare so I decided to include old rusted debris.

I scavenged some of cuts of metal trimmings, empty bullet cases and screw heads and painted
them with some rust coloured paint. Afterwards I glued them into position and sprinkled a tiny
bit of grass powder to give the effect of moss.

B Ry

N T
o S

The same was applied slightly to the moss covered timber (hich
darkened up slightly).

But as with any engine shed, it
needs a loco! So using an old 009
loco (which was on its last wheels
anyhow), I applied the rust
coloured paint and straight away
looked more in keeping for my
shed.

I used a small piece of tissue,
draped it over and coated the
tissue with PVA glue, allowing it
to harden and retain the desired
shape. Painting it a grey colour
brought the look into being.

Overall I'm really pleased on how
this turned out. But above all, I’ve
come to the conclusion designing
buildings straight from plastikard







