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Editori al

As | wr i te tihni sOcejdoibbteotruinani i s most definitely in the
(quite a novelty given the summer weoOve had), there
gone all Seekimgyto distract myself from the thbubgatvt
been gradually making my way through past erdédadiomg ¢
articles and catching up with others which are new
but picked up the odd edistifom BnbiheoheWwsaabhéeéi me rea
several boxes full of MRJOds from a collection | ooki
indeed an education to see such a huge variety of s

st ruck me that our hobby is essentially timeless, mg

chall enges from forty years Algtohaugeh jwe th awe uas eviud e 1
of fer, particularly with 3D ypraivmtiilnmndg|vehiamh iags maewarr
someti mes a bi-ffaoshii gomed mdasuring, cutting, and stic
may say so, more fun.

MRJ No. 43 contains an account of the work of the gr
|l ayout setting a standard in the | ate 195008s that e
for. Some of the modelling wasesveitshéhess yvéony defsftdo
whil st t odtaeycdhs shalguht i ons are incredibly useful and ¢
a reality, they are only individual tools in a much
of lMong stock is ,dmntti relmucthe pohr effreee ol d school mo d e |
printing if somebody offers me something they print
TPO, and my water cranes at Coventry are super b adxna
them and in the case of the rolling stock, fit whee
this is personal choice and not everyone is willing
have tstol d ito show for it at the end. For me, 3D prin
should be used,apgraaprijatsdel yyne t ool in the tool box
The |l etters and feedback pages of the MRJ are al so
insights to previous articles, others disagrelutnhgt lwe
all serve to remind us that in this hobby there is
a question of finding what suits you.

With that in mind | would be keen to see a |l etters
can add to articles, offer alternative solutions to
things, or even have a difderpheaopicto onperd t3De pdii N
pleased to include any emails that expand on what vy
full article or even contain any pictures, 6comment
Thi is the final Journal of 2025, so it just remai
contributors and readers, have an enjoyable and r el
year

As a footnot e, tMe)d(écbaIimrgocha(yalies a very useful oppo
project in the -mompaedysofil $i Wke imaytlhéeé ssame boat, the
solutions to tricky modelling conundrums c an Jhaen upa rey
24t,b020) ease do contact your editor/chairman i f you
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Thanks to all the contributors, teaond hapsoleodg itei sont oo fV etrhne
should have appederaad iinresNd.o3. Journals in 2026 wil/l be
August, and Novembést with my task of editing, pl ealse
a simple email or an attached Word document with all]l i
text¥. you have a | ot to send and/ or the file sizZe
WeTransfer.com are free and easy to use and save cl pg:¢

At the July meeting | displayed the current state o
diorama. This included the | andscape, created by ca
the foam | andscape | was not happuydt st ilt dadud aptbe
the photos and ari al pictures and this confirmed th
to get a better representation. I started marking u
wasnoaatl Irye hel ping. Translating 2D pictures into a 3D

The diorama with the initial Kingspan f
Whil e pondering how to proceed inspiration came fro
summer edition of the MERG (Model El ectronic Rail wa
to find anything on | andscape mo8®&I Prhngti HgwRealt , Wb

A Novel Approach to Forming the Landscape 0 Vernon Larcombe

chriscox5and9 @gmM®0i6l .1d6dm 14 2

Content s

Building a train | &Fipdk eCoppyi m photo
The making of Mansell Bank 0 lan Perrin
Tangmer éMeanod OB Cc hael Bennet
Stone Ro®@GrahbmsBetts
Operating Pl undLCthan sGrCoen
The S| owdDlarvaei nGot | i f f e
N gauge WodGeahBliml Bett s
Epping OngarARdy| Bay !l er
Tales from the didkEdng room tabl e
Turntabl e/ Tr a&Strespechre nUnDuf f el |
And finallyé

A Novel Approach to Forming the Landscape
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to Paul and his article that
nt to what [ describe here,
atl gih.e4 3k@yy. Part of the articl
S

a government web site that

arious interpretations on th
ction and Rangingdé. It is a

i me také&ngioesthée@debbadamht oabo
vernment has commi ssioned a

hrough the Department for En
nd |links). So, there is a we
1m horizontal grid and a ve
e yard and 6 inches eitniolgd am
e |l andscape.

|l d say that this write up is
ns. | f anyone is interested |
a cvlieer)y. |l ong and boring art

isit the web site. It has an

guare (or sgquares) of LI DAR
repr eslemadcad ohEBF RA addtaad lies) . g

oan<

been downl oaded what to do
format called GeoTlFF, this
s. | n orareyr groa pphrioccse spsr o chees sdi
ded is a 0Geographic I nforma
now done. They used to be e
owea open source, GI'S progr a
although the cost is now go
help |l oaded the 5km magguer e o

Using some i entifiable f

s d

he right area. Playing aroun

i ew far ocno nat ogurre yp I socta | e wpelaokti n g
The reshielt.swTohfi st hp rso garraem schao

I was still not 100% sur
the correct | ocation (al
reasonably sure). Playin
program some more | disc
have multiple data | ayer
| ayers avail able ewasMape
view. Adding this | ayer

contour confirmed the I o
things much clearer (Fig
LefTthiis is the output of

contour view with contou
di fficult to see that thij
the station (The rail wa
and Stirchley Lane runs

- )
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Ri gAhhe output of the
contours overlayed on
is now much easier to
So, | now had a conto
how, exactly did this
the station building?
resorted to my old fri
Scotland OS maps web s
maps itewed over ot her
Open Street Map. A cap
i mage of the 1901 OS ma
Map i s shown bel dcwgure

It was
di or ama
OS map

L e fTth:i

s is the
platform from
Ri ghhe 1901 O

aving the mo
(straightforw
consumi ng) I
positioned to
original befo

LefTthe 1901 OS map overl ay

Street Map courtesy of th

Scotland (this is a scree

original station | ocation

graphics processing soft

e moder n, reconstructed,

. P i
contour and street view rotated to th
the modern map has been outlined in r
S map again rotated and with the recon
dern platform in both images gave a st
ard, not easy, matching the scales and
now had an i mage withambmadth htetheootiogirs
gether, Figure 6. (Note the contours a

re | prepared it for this article)
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: | \
more work in picture editing software the con
ately aligned using the reconstructed platform
ur |l ines are quite har d tion stehee ionr itghiinsali.mage b
ps now would be a good juncture to state a few
the LI DAR data, obviously, is a capture of hei
one) which may, or may note tmantec ho ft hteh et onpoodgerla.p
uilding has been demolished, there are some o0b
at the 1901 OS map has the outline of the stat
herehd tOpgretStreet Map overlay | had to use a s
ps). However, it should all be good enough to
n platform shown on the Open Streece Marp tihse nroitg
s it is consistent this does not really matter|
My next step was to | eave
software and import my fi
into a Computer Aided Des
Using the CAD program, |
l ines and the station bui
station buil ding mat cenlorteh
actual pl an of the static
the station building size
my diorama baseboard
LefTthhe CAD i mage created
station building and cont
i mported merged map i mage
was used to scale the CAI
di orama outline added.




The final stage in the pre

the GI'S contour | ines (whi

to something which might b

representation of the hildl

manually adding curves for

l' ines. Thi s twiameoarsatmh eirg t a

the end result is shown in

al so shows the final print

printout exactly matched t

Ri gAhhe contour |lines 0smoo

curves in the CAD program

capture of the page which

accurate size of the diora

I had now reached the end of the planning phase,
and it was time to start on some actual modelling!
with a purpose, 0.5m (or 500mm) is 3.t28fmman ni R2crm itso
in 2mm scale. Therefore | t"eabobatlsh wooddtoser 2h8e
each contour, with all the other simplifications an
much di fference (It actwiaht¢ly balksa waohoadst &matgudelaByer t
variation in thickness between sheets in any case).
Using the final printout, the contour O0slicesd were
1/®bal sa (why is balsa still imperial?) The | andsca
the balsa sheet, a |l eft section, a right section an
cut pieces, roughly placedbehotwhe diorama are shown

a wood contour o0l ayerso6 after cutting and |
You can see the three piece construction to
side of the cutescoomtdo uros tlhaey ecrosn tdoou rn adtr acwo rn
note on my experience cutting bal sa; I init
ked well on straight Ilines but was not so g
es | ended up mogtcluy vedi)ndwanmukibert ehO0 scal p
nty) for some tight curves.

t notice that the | ower balsa slices on the
better match the original ground surface (a

AN p o — ——




nce | was happy with the slices, they were glued tpg
hree parts. The gluing had to be done a couple of | a
hile the glue was setting.
1

Still in three pieces but now the | ayers of elac
now had, what | felt, was a reasonable representat.i
he stepped nature. How to smooth the steps; carving
mooth the surface? I n the eond.on Istaetteldedyomr aa vbinfg
ostly with the scalpel and some sandi ng)

The

bal sa after carving.




After the
readi ness for
raw DAS with a

car vi

ing was finished | sea
l ayer. Still in 3 part
water to make it more

The initial DAS smoothing was done with the
di orama base.

It was now time to bite the bullet and gl ue
was actually fixed to the base so | removed
gluing down The two main piescséengwaratgPVAada
oOpaddingd6 to | evel the surface and books for
a bit of extra at-gkuonéeianht i thhesuP¥A had been
was gl uehde thoott om parts using balsa cement af
the glue had all set a final smoothing | ayer
|l ess water added to give a betterorwomrokwahb iwaist
l umps and bumps with a sanding stick.

This is the final ndscape. The parts were
smoothing with DAS The other parts of the d
not yet fixed down 0 couldsbapeemaveadddedor

|l andsca

he | an
he bui
ad twkee g
t he we
all owe
ter cl e
of DAS
yt)o. sThhoeo

t
t
n
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Some conclusions:

I think the edneds prietseultthe still just about visible step
Sanding balsa wood makes | ots of dust but not nearly ¢
Would | do this again? Probably not in this way, anpt!
to creat-eseedotrossdé and create profiles that could be| cc
Was it fun? Absolutely.

Acknowl edgments and attributions:

Thanks must go to Paul Redhead whose article in the| MI
Figures 3, 5 and 6: based on maps the Nat.i nal Librijar
Commons-C@Cl i cense.

Figures 1, 2, 4 and 6 based on data dow nloaded from| Tt
and Rural Affairs; usage subject to the Open Gover nmert
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Building a train inspired by a photaog.

this project has come at the same i

By good ortune,
il leshall rail way system.

f
and the Li

I't often happens that a modeller will see a phbhat of
would make a nice s@bjlechad oa far imomde, .John Powell who
Mi chael Vanns of archi ve.Bodtoht oJso honf aNwodr tMi cThed eflorwdor k e d
Gorge Museum Trust I'n this book i s -&0 phwdtoer ittajk emnad d
hauling a short train on the |Iine between Granvill e| Cc
on thendednhindf 8rd | ine. As | GMT have the copyriagh f
it here. The photo al so alphpee aRasi |liwa yBso ba nYda tLeodcso nbootoi kv e s
Compamyith help from fellow ASRM member Neal Cooper, I
train.



http://environment.data.gov.uk/survey
http://maps.nls.uk/
http://qgis.org/
http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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second wagon in the train is a HOP24, a 24.5ton
d RTR model in O gauge which fitted the bil!l ni c
ch were a bit flimsy.

h € ubiquitous 16
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The making of 6 Mansel |l Bankad.

Some may know that | was fortunate to become the owner of two exhibition layouts Penrhos and
Lydgate some time ago. They were both built by Dave Spencer, a fellow volunteer at Pendon Museum,

but once | moved to Montgomery the layouts were retired from the circuit mainly because Penrhos, in
particular, was starting to suffer the inevitable eff ects of attending umpteen model railway shows and
also | was too busy with the house and garden build.

They were both front facing end  -to-end layouts designed for entertaining spectators at shows but |

soon became bored with the novelty of endless shunting manoeuvres and so set about converting

them i nto-rorunmdryddy | ayouts. Ther ecientaosm inthangw railvdy ooonto s u
accommodate some track behind each of the backscene
keep these ovals separate from each other partly in order to keep the electrics much as they were but

also because it woul d enable me to have several trains running simultaneously. Behind Penrhos

there was room for additional tracks giving provision for complete, and longer, trains to be stored.

Penrhos and Lydgate now flank each other with the Forest End baseboard at one end of the room

which meant that | had a new baseboard module to work on at the other end. This was to become

60 Ma n s el |- sdBnamekl &fter my grandfather Eddie Mansell, a sign alman, who spent most of his
working life at Westbury box. Across it would run the two sets of tracks at different levels in order to

make the two oval circuits complete. The Lydgate link would be at the lower level running underneath

the scenery whilstth e link from Penrhos would be double track and in full view atop an

embankment.




The Mansell Bank module is 606x 306. Because of its d
without damaging the scenery so it has a removable central tray which allows me to stand in the
mi ddl e of the space, i f requi rxeldd. olpte nwafsr acnoen sutprounc tweh

sits 0 slightly tapered to permit it to be pulled forward and away. Two sections of ply cut to the width
of the track beds run across the frame done at base | evel and t he
the main embank ment feature.

ot her

e

pt

at



Lydgate and Forest End feature industrial scenes and Penrhos is about a quarry and branch line

station. | wanted this final piece in the jigsaw
rail network runs through open countryside.

With positioning of the tracks decided | had a fair idea of how the topography might work. There
would be a road bridge disguising exit stage left and the track would disappear into a tunnel mouth

on the right where a high hill ofthatlaterdThenext jébavashoifiban e d é
backscene.

lan Perrin
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Tangmere and Memories

| recently learned that on 4 October this year, despite Storm Amy, Tangmere No.34067 (aka 21C167)
had arrived from the Highlands at The Citadel on time. This was achieved irrespective of the imposition
of a 50mph line speed. Many trains were either cancel led or severely delayed because of the storm

one wonders just how much the ©6Delay, Repay® scheme

and

Tangmere at Ely.

Remembering a Cathedrals Express Tour we had enjoyed in 2009, | was prompted to look out some old
photographs. We then lived near Rochester and our local station was Strood. To join the train at

Waterloo was therefore easy; however the return did not prove so. It was a December trip to Ely

Cathedral, and the Southern liveried coaches were brought in by West Coast Railways Class 37,
no.37706. Tangmere backed onto her train and we made good and steady progress. Alighting at Ely
station, a short walk took us to the Cathedral for a choral recital. But on our return we learned there
had been an unspecified problem turning the locomotive on the triangle at March, resulting in missing
our O6slotd and experiencing further delediptsalam

our

et




Tangmere at Colchester

This meant we were brought back to Victoria instead, and because we had parked at Strood it
necessitated a taxi back to Waterloo just in time catch the last train home. Those that know the area

will be aware that trains from Victoria serve Rochester, and that it is but short walk across the Medway
Bridge back to Strood. | did this once at a late hour. | was by myself then, but, as my wife was with

me on this occasion, | did not wish to subject her to witness the things that go on in that vicinity with

other ladies.
T AR I
S— & el

37066 at Waterloo




Tangmere at speed , photo courtesy of The Tangmere Loco Group.

Stone Roof Tiles
once read that Welsh slate roofed the worl d,
rts of that area arMy iombsaerdv dtfieadoresntt hwiosr lydear ,
roofing, show that stone roof tiles s8o0f arpge
few fGoadlees® affirm that other areas of the
stwold stone as wel/l as York stone.

but

my




A characteristic of stone tiles, found on anything frc
is the varying size of tile, which can be either rapndc¢
tiles are usually highly oumitfeo rem sien osfi zZveuitlodiancgc.o mm

On one of my trips this year | visited the Beck 1 slje 1|
and on display at ground | evel were some old stone i/l
thedm f only | had a tape measuragle, Illn utslkead ab e mee exfa myg
omy Yorkshire Post YP), Yorkshires national newspaper

g il

s

e ® T
e

: : z RN

Pl aced against the tiles to phot the YP measpur ¢
the modell er has a choice when it comes to roofs.
My second trip this year took me to Settle, where || vi
recommended) and from an upper floor window | was apl ¢
uni form di mension stone tile roofs over the road.

I have not yet had an opportamd tly dou brto diefl tah erte ner a oa
readymade embossed sheets, so the best choice for mopde
Somet hing for a future newsletter item or workbench| er
Graham Betts

Operating Plumpton Green
I was honoured to be invited to help exhibit Chris @anct
Green at the Farnham &abhnsveesgthri R&GEkaNIhe weekle2mhd off
October this year. As with all weekend shows the sl gt
conveniently missed unloading the van, but the real| wc
unpacking each baseboard, bolup ntghe hleing httoigregt hreirg , sceann
up, the list is endless. After several hours of frepnet
hot el
The | ayout t+tesmedfand kased on Pl umpton in Sussex durin
London, Brighton & South Coast Railway. Good sized [ i
i mmacul ate P4 trackwork, 34 train imoetamkeine sgitwe at Ipe ep u
to watch, and the real treat is that the whole | ot | s
|l ever frame controThe nlgayeowetr yraguiimems a bare mini mum o

N




At haands

tors, two drivers, andvuatdiepaganeal pmant
e team to have a short break.
il

——y]

PLUMPTON GREEN

B i . ]

The signal mands position at the front
My knowl edge of how to operate a railway from a sig
l eaning over your shoul der themedourre dlulryn nawlh éiree bto
and | was glad to get back to driving and/or runnin
N ALY > A\ 'yf Y

o il \\\“ \\\\\\\\\\\\\

//////{/////// ‘/////l//////////l/// I. I/ WL an \\\\\\\\\t\k\\\
n the box at Plumpton Green, the wheel on-htome urieght
ashiTthem. scratch built |l ocking frame can be seen behij
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Anot her view of the I ocking frame.
Al though the operation of the | ayout had to be carr
bells, LEDs, signals, and of course your fell
amount. At the engweofaltlher efti

ow oper
irrseed diaojyeld h epignutb afnodr eav e ni|i n
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The view

from one

of the fiddleyards, the block instr
and the LED lIights act as signals for |th

Over the years, Chris and Baang $bveokbegctiractefd lovan
rolling stock for operating Plumpton Green. Most of]| tt
examples of the art, the beautifully made stock is froc¢




PLUMPTON GREENEZ
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Al signals are of course a fully functional, inclu
betide anyone who paslshes tame kamo rdka magnedr 'bal |l asting i s
seen and runs as well as it | ooks.




The footbridge with hor sebodkaey tirmaftfhiec fiog egm oiummo r tRar te
Green schedul e, race day trains add an extra di mensij ol
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The Slow Train

You may recognAise the title as the name of a wonderf(f ul
the branch lines scheduled for closure under the 0Bee
the early 196095ve( Adtwaglsl ¥t hought the closures shoulld
but thatds another storyé)

Anyway, the title in this case refers to the glaciall)
|l ayout of Llangollen Station in N Scale

I first presented my project to the world (or, at | a:

just an idea and a set of drawings. By -uMaranhd ibty hCaedc epm
baseboard.

Those of you who attended the mini exhibition at Bayst
each ground Il evel installed on the main baseboard toge
and the partially constr uwngtedodown platform wait.i
Since ,lt hkamve been making slow, but steady, progress,| A
of its construction are very complex. This is due part
by the |l imited width of | and atvatheab$tweatoinomwhidclhe ttoo cic
River Dee. These constraints, for exampl e, forced |[th
footbridge inside the station building, while the opp
over the River Dee, supported by a steel girder framew
result is unique, beautiful, enclosed footbridge, pjre.
mo d e |
The ot her compl exi
requiring every str
the seven ground |
correctly in order
the top |l evéale Rioes
the correct height
considerable time t
card Amuopc,k t he l atter
normally bother with. The layout, seen at the top of thésticle, closely

follows themockup, built in early 2024
A further consequence of this complexity, which | di
few buildings that can be constructed at any ti me, |th;
in a specific order. My o rsdtgriwmcatl adlnlt eoft i oime whgi It di s
|l ayout, and separately totaomhishnguwtthhehé ageuen base
station platfor ms; next, al | of the retaining walt&s t
not how things turned out. The order that seemed to| be
- first, the seven base |levets wedeg roowmghrgcoedd | ejve
track bed |l evel, platform/station ground |l evel, def a
bridge | evel;
-in order to install the Up platform, the station |bu
correctly sized recess to accommodate it;




- the main station building was therefore constructed;

buil ding, but this cand6t b-eevehstet at adngnival | t hals | |

side of the footbridge : T

against it;
- the -l ewel retaining wall

unt il t he road bridge

retaining wall has to fi smm—————_———
-in order to install the Mﬂ’""’""’

waiting room needed to b H4 Ha " o

to create t he correct| '

accommodat e it this w

Coal brookdale during Cht

days The Downplatform waiting room
Since July | have been concentrating on building the r
to build a wooden carcass, | ami nated with embossed| P
bridge deck as being level, bouto so n tc areecfaure sctluvedayr dfh at
slight incline where it crosses the river, but bec-ome:
up from 60 thou sheet styrene to check the incline and
that my revised drawings were sound, and also showed t
perfectly sound, and in fact supéparotri ctuol awd oyd wihre ns|d m
external embossed stone outerstgkiicnt.edSd hien etnite rev et dlg
embossed Plastikard.

LIl angoll en Bridge spans t D
arches of three slightly dSs : es|
with what is effectively aj% dge
over the railway at the n@ €
faced with two types of
del itnienag t he wall s above
remai nder of t he bridge. K2
faced wi th pl ainer dr e s s (&
pavements are wide relatiyv d
have three triangul ar ref e
road, corregsgmon débihmay endi e nd g
bridge piers. The whol e s .
think is an attractive br 0 g
structure to model on acc 1
My | ayout has room for onl n
arches, so | havtehemnat ehli
of middle arches Llangollen Bridge
Construction began by cutting the bridge sides out of
triangul ar refuges, also cut from 1mm styrene. The |ar
carefully cut by hand.sdalfeoesgsnbedn tRlya sutsiek aocrvdecrb be sy r 8 b
as brick and stone can sometimes be better defined | n
main bridge sides were | aminated with Slaters 2mm Djr e:
for utphpeer part. The railway bridge section is | aminate
| arger stone blocks used on the railway bridge.
The completed sides were then attached to the 60 tho
shorter than the eventual visible surface in order to
X 1mm fixing strips underneattht phits whsthbecmonstrdigt f
of the arches being particularly challenging to cut| t
the transition point from the straight piers to the| ct
The whole structure was primed at this stage with Hal
separately and sprayed with successive | ayers of grey
and a |light sprinkling of spaffacgrey toweaphesedt rbhd.
made from 7mm Granite Setts, which comprise square|se
prototype, but I wanted to differentiate them fromj|th
used f oorf orhee retaining walls. I painted the pavements
50/ 50 mi x, t hen picked out S 0ome indi vidual sl abs usi




variously, a little brown, red and dark grey. The ropac
deck and finished with satin varnish.
By October 2025 | had a ng¢ S i1
whi ch needed some final ad
ensure a snug fit with t Heeva
retaining wall. The remainiing _ tihi
stage were the | aminati en de
adjacent to the pavement s, i t olp
of those walls and the rail of| t |
bridge. The walls were c¢omg i nig
month, and the bridge in it 18
November 2025) c¢ anphboet osgereanp h
start of this article. Llangollen Bridge, primed but as yet minus
inner walls, capping stoneand north end railngs
The inside walls were | aminated with Sl af el
stones on the prototype are of an angul ajr
but for simpli<iotuyndl pusaedilalrfod, tri mmed| tc
The remaistmagdoog job is to paint the brid
stone in colour, with the section above |[th
the rail way bridge appears to be more of | a
al | cases. I am crutrirregntwiyt he xpeelrawmre mi xes | an
get the right effect.
One aspect of the | ayout has been conspicuous by 6 I s
water . I have never previously modelled water, and |th
fl owing River Dee right at thelfrmaonmtthrowi nagu mysel d| 3 a
Firstly, I need to create a watertight shallow pan |to
the cork base and forming the sides from the retainin
fronwantt the bridge to be removable in order to acces
propose to construct four dummy ©pillars with the same
lightly glue these to the cortkhétasiet Wi lwli |l $etpoarotme
wi || be removed after the resin has set. The bridge| sl
i f this wildl wor Kk ; I have acquired a quantity of Wo
e X I y ou f it works in a future i|lss
The real Llangollen Station viewed ®m the road bridge® € and t he .dtaihleok betepndear
the footbridge,station canopy and signal box are in plac
Meanwhil e, although progress with the | ayout has begen
Dave Gotliffe




N gauge Woolen Mill
Member s wil |l remember the ftradrk bQUTD aiknubJ &nwarhyulabout t
available from them. I bo ught a few examples from Jal
make in 2mm scale and | ha now incorporated them | nt
Given they have very thin frames in 2mm scale | had| nc
at my first attempt. Later reference to Jakulkniameii at
paint.
However, for this project, which was glazing an other
use them asdasunmpluiread with slightly burnt edges from t
openings being cut, the LCUSi hgamesywprpoeatthesi ¥exaeddut
pl ace with clear glazing sheet.
The plhbhbto®sdows the final effect. The remaining surrfou
display layout still needs some finishing, but | am|pl
A4
Graham Betts

Epping Ongar Railway.
This year, my annual pilgrimage to the east, happenged
Steam Gala.
Located entirely in countryside outside Londons M25 Orbital Motorway, the Epping Ongar Railway
claims to be 6The Closest Heritage Railway To Londopnd
Whil st | dondét doubt these cl ainhkriheyaeseody made soeduetbalaclan 6t | h e
of competition!
In order to get Essex farm produce quickly and efficiently into the Capital, the original branch line to
Loughton was extended by the Great Eastern Railway in 1865, first to Epping and then to Ongar.
After WWII the entire branch was handed over to London T ransport and it became part of their




extended Central Line tube service. However, for a while, the Epping to Ongar section continued to be
operated separately as a steam propelled push -pull service, until it too was electrified by LT in 1957.

Once part of the Centr al Lineds commuter service, t

carry a viable number of fare paying passengers and as a result was constantly under threat of
closure.

North Weald Station Masters House.  Similar to the one Sir John Betjeman alluded to at Blake Hall and
on Gala Day, more passengers than anyone could ever have imagined.

In one of his charming little films, Sir John Betjeman quipped, his ideal job would be Station Master
at Bl ake Hall (the most remote on the |line). He

Station Masterds house and stgtiants dizeyimportaree) ar padsergers o f

numbers and still be within easy reach of the City! In this case, perhaps not helped by Sir John's

obs
t h

observations, the station was closed and sold off p

The axe finally fell on the rest of Epping to Ongar section in 1994 when London Transport decided it
no longer wished to run trains beyond Epping and that remains the case today. Volunteers to
preserve the EOR soon rallied, and after a slightly chaotic sta rt, theydve done

Unli ke in the 1950' s, because of the Central Li
engines to use the Epping Station platform. Therefore EOR trains have to pull up short in the Forest

and then head back to North Weald. Central Line passengers travelling to Epping Station wishing to
visit the EOR, can use a special heritage London bus service to North Weald Station, and that in itself

is an experience.
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