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Editori al

Recentl vy, I had the pleasure of attending a LNWR Solci e
exhibit my significantly incomplete Coventry 1839 | ayc
Model |l ers Day held just south rofanWarfwirdk Sndrmwitees ,a woarye
a fan of exhibiting anything part finished as it make:
showing could, and hopefully wildl be at some point, | be
So, it was with a certain amount of trepidation | | ft
negotiated the back roads to pick up the M42 at Lickey
part to 6What Three Wordsod wWiptrreauty a nsuisrugalle fvwrronmge )t urlr
wel comed and helped in with thEhéayenmnteana lhasgeticndb:s
farm, is the home of two extensive exhibition | ayouf s:
|l ayout, and O6Kimbled, an equally impressive 7mm scal e
very fine | omdktiinge LfNOMRer . My efforts were to be viewed
exampl es of thetmodell ers

Having only joined the LNWR Society a couple of weeks
in my |life so despite knowing a few names, I coul d |nhot
identity parade However, I needhamotid hade swodr oiued myNa |
conversation started and did not really stop unti/|l it
afternoon, I was getting hoarse due to so much tal Kkjfng¢
What struck me the most as | drove home, reflecting| ot
how much a common interest can bring together an other
Most members knew each other and, Bnvmogtloagesj mbayebé.l
stop them welcoming gandmpbakipegsanangeerest in what| he
was equally intrigued to find out as much as | coul d
fl owed. Whatcaavemweflprefer in terms of our railway injte
as |l ooking at what others are up to, being a bit nolse\
scale ofambBe Wol verton & StoopsBureat pleudth aiptsadiwdy dt 5 T C
enjoying a |l ong chat about the design and producti on
the parts, motori zing, painting, gl azing, and |l ettelir
interests but we wrerlky bowemy ft @amieltih&r chall enges, he| wa
anyone el se.

It is often difficult to identify why we are interejste
many of those creating a colliery |l ayout were once mirt
Coast mainline hark back toritwei rfadraryshasLHERDpl ldotkbt
our own interests and inspirations we can still finld -
hobby, and just enjoyi mg ntdheed csoconup asn yc aonf blei kae gr eat tjon
Our own c¢lub meeting back in March provided a textblool
AGM was dealt with as efficiently and smoothly as opne
6Philly Box Challenged entriesscdhme dmoser dpurpowad| ¢«
similar tub featuring a few figures and props. The [di c
entertaining in its own right, supported by some wolnd:¢
techni qgues TihpveonluMeedpmatsent ati on was comedy gold and | ha
|l aughter of course being the best medicine of all

So, support your |l ocal club, visit exhibitions, takle i
fell ow railway modell ers. You may find youdll|l get mjor e




east, the reward al ways Ffianldyt wpilglaset dendt f élotcpeat
nly publish what |1 6dm sent by you, the members, so | f

o —

Th s yeagaerm®d ni nlgo utrwail | | p ubbel i s hSedp tienmber , and DeTcheenmbee rma2y
be a slight delay for the IPelppitedamperwod sweekaspili am tomn |
deadlines for cemaas bfudlilomves :

Augusth-RBvembetrh 28

To assist with my task of editing, please could confri
attacheaddoWourndent with al/l i mages as separatéfjpegshg@nme
l ot to send and/or the file size is | arge, then fill t
easy to use and save clogging up the email system. [The

chriscox5and9 @gmM®0i6l .1b6dm 14 2
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And finallyé

oom tabl e
|1

Coal brookdale Modelling Day
Th&March instal @enat bo D dAoltdeell d i ng aDavye rwa se nj avy drhil reef o inm
attendadmecse.ite much chatting there were still some I|on
stling occasional curse, al walysam pmloeoas esd gt
ort h rai sed have been used to hel p| al
h & hi i and to payTHeoext hdodeloluipng oDay wialnl
ur 28 u contact uylodurl iekdei ttoor tiafk ey opua rwo
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You can see the black and green cylindrical battery| te
rest of the component s plahcek esdvitticghh talnyd tcchgpertgh enrg. s oc kle't
open brass box in the bunker. | had to cut off most| of
cover them up. The wires to the bunker run across the
shoulde htthem from vi ew.

While wiring it all together, | noticed a glié¢éyp pwPiureowl
to monitor the voltage at the booster input so that| tt
understand it either! Andy sent mena dupplse mdmtl d royw evdi
hey prestodid seem to work. | am pleased with the way
Dapol have produced a very nice model for a fairly pa
and the saddle tank are cast metal, the rest is plajsti
Oh Bawye they delicate? Each time | broke off a bit]]l
was when | swept the | oco minus topworks off the tapl e
snapping the reversing |l ever afttereguimned svassehvgemign oo i
totget | ook better. Ne al Cooper pointed out that tjhe
only one set of gusset plates. Looking more closely] |
t wo sets The Bagsall hattlednef et he redundant bol t he:
6Normad, has two sets of gusset plates and two corres;y
Because | was modelling a specific Il oco at a speéctisfij c
bunker was dented so | attacked the model with a file
the | amp brackets from above the front bufferbeam apnd
had sheared off |l eaving juaddibhieobakebradketeowashanof
This can stildl been seen on O6Wel sh Guardsmand at Br | dc¢
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e printed circuit board for changing it
r. The smokebox door handles are beaut
goes at openirregltaltcee dd d chre.m Iwi hHaw ea gmen cad
ear windows, protecting the glass from
drilled the cab back with 0.45mm hol es
the few colour photos | could find of t
he Doncaster shade of LNER | oco green.
better than Pegrgdrs whoedlhpatsdad tgo eleer ! b1
tyn Welchds excellent book on weatherin
pri med them black and painted them buf
o0 | toned them down a little. Some dry
make the frames and brake gear | ook a b
6hel pful 6 visit from Chris Cox, I real
el . These,Orli qitn @&lmpyt etdh @ owhiexttlid ywas | ¢
bet ween thAe GwaigaMeryhvyval vésmyd Bagnall
a copper pipe sticking out lbfhathe fuom
tiously approached making the brass whi
'ng Aaf tceoru pflie of notches for the whistlin
wire for tube, drilled th€hfrenhadfath
ir riveted to the top oThehehsatdlepank
uminium sheet, riveted and super glued




versely, the model came with vacuum pipes, as fi
plings. | removed the vacuum pipes and replaced

ss |link with a steel one to ebhablused. mAgwesic $h
tival of Rail way Modelling (the Ally Pally show)
ow had a reasonably c¢clean | ooking |l oco so obviou
our photos of the original |l oco on Flickr, other
de the weathering, i n ptahret ilcnudluasrt,r itahli sRapihlowaoy fReoc
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i LefBtaagnal |l 2758
1944 was at NC
Merthyrthdol g4
1974. Robin Wa
photograph, 1In
Rail way coll ec
I then read th
bits in Martyn
weat hering boo
made up a mixt
Humbr ol paints
slightly more
the volume of
I ncidentally,
using Humbr ol
53, Gunmet al ,
as it can make
slightly too s
sparkles do | o
soot and coal
that have sett
| oclo.waved the airbrush back and forth across the |0
beneath the grot. | then galwleadk. a Oredents atuisstfiinegd oift
photos, | |l eft it to diyubefdlomecbitddhi bgdawothda dr
areas in the photos where the green showed through
wash down from the tank filler and around various s
grey weathering powder on the footplate. I-f dio pet ¢ dm S
in the final days of commercial operation.
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The drawing below comes from a contemporary engineering journal. I assume the GNR(I) cabin was a modular design,
that could be expanded according to the size of the lever frame. Ed]
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mounted telegraph instruments. | f you are ever goin
Kevin at Kidderminster Railway Museum and George at
Pl atfor MdTlheme simply wasndt anything of the market
wire was quite hard and it took several goe to get
piece odl sea&mipl astic with @&andaolhleopnadf d$epeéer glougo ha
(the things we do for our hobby).
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sever al hours wi-pdowar sctl @edisdéds gha very, very fine n
indoorsd that maybe | should get out more often!
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Fiddle yard/ storage sidings. Southern region rérlaaisls
electric multiple unit towards the back.

Nick Coppin




Shrewsbury Terrors 0 Grim Tales from the Rails

Three stories from  Shrewsbury's past concerning alarming topics, as revealed in the newspaper.
Shrewsbury Station Terror Target (1868)

Shrewsbury station was once thought to have been considered target for a terrorist attack. In the
1860s the Fenians were a secret Irish nationalist organization who sought to establish an

independent Irish Republic. The Fenian movement was inspired by the Fianna Eireann, a legendary
band of Irish warriors led by Fionn mac Cumha ill.

The Globe reported on Tuesday 1st October 1867 that tensions and paranoia were so high that the
Police were called to private lodgings by a member of the town. The resident suspected they had seen

a notable Fenian, a Captain Deasy. However ,after the Police had gained o6
n

mands bedroom it was found t haandhelwas entiiely ianocerd af being s
the suspected Fenian. Tensions had increased so much that the Dublin Evening Mail reported on

Monday 6th January 1868 that dnformation was received last night of a Fen ian plot to blow up
Shrewsbury Railway Station. The authorities immediately had the sewers blocked, and the station

guarded all night. 8The Scotsman, also writing onthe 6  th January, shared the particular concern
stating that &everal alarming rumours are as usual afloat; but none of them appear to be deserving

of heed and we do not except one to the effect that on Friday night information was received of a

Fenian plot to blow up Shrewsbury Railway Station. 0
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While the attack did not appear to have gone ahead the Chester Chronicle reported on Saturday 18th
January 1868, the Rev. Henry Hopkins had had to
Community:

&hrewsbury and the Fenians. At the Shrewsbury Police Court, on Thursday, the Rev. Henry Hopkins,
priest of the Roman Catholic Chapel, formerly Chester, addressing the Mayor, said he attended the
deputation from the Catholic inhabitants of Shrewsbury, and i n consequence of rumour which was
widely current to the effect that they, and especially the Irish portion of them, were inclined

N

com

en



sympathise with what was called the Fenian plot, and were in fact secretly connected with the
conspirators. The rev. gentleman denounced the conspiracy, disclaiming, on behalf of his flock, the
slightest sympathy withit. 6

Incidentally the worry from the Fenians continued. On the 18 th of April 1883, the Portsmouth

Evening News reported that a man had attempted to purchase 56lbs of glycerine from a Shrewsbury

chemist shop. This amid the discovery of letter stating that either the Town Hall or the Drill Hall

would be destroyed by either dynamiteornitro -gl ycerine signed a O0OBrother
The Protection of Ladies (1887)

The safety of ladies in railway carriages was something of a Victorian cause, not the danger from

accident but the danger from other travellers. So , when George Grice indecently assaulted Miss
Catherine Scragg in a railway carriage between Wellington and Shrewsbury on August 27 th 1887,
there was national attention on the issue.

In other well known cases women had

quitted carriages out of fear of impropriety,
however in this case there appears to have
been a very real threat to the victim . What
it took to make a lady, with her Victorian
dresses climb out of a moving carriage on

to the footboards and seek safety in the
adjoining compartment must have been

truly terrifying.

The following month on Wednesday 19
October 1887, the South Wales Daily News
reported:

G HE ACCUSED ADJUDGED INSANE. At
the Shropshire quarter sessions held at
Shrewsbury, on Tuesday, the grand jury
returned a true bill against George Grice
(34), puddler, for unlawfully assaulting
Catherine Scragg in a railway carriage
between Wellington and Shrewsbury on the 27th August, with intent to commit a felony. The prisoner

and the lady were travelling together, when he assaulted her, and threw her down. She opened the

door and got out on the step, and into the next compartment, where she was pulled by a gentleman
through the window. The prisoner followed her out and had to be driven back with a sword stick,
after which he leaped from the train and was badly injured. Dr Strange, medical superintendent of

the county lunatic asylum, and Dr J. D. Harris, prison surgeon, gave evidence to the effect that

Grice's state of m ind was not fit for him to plead, and the recognisances were consequently enlarged

to the joint assizes to be held at Stafford. 0

Gruesome end at Shrewsbury for a career railway gentleman (1908)

From the Ludlow Advertiser on Saturday 25th January 1908: GBHREWSBURY MAN DECAPITATED
ON THE RAILWAY Considerable sensation was occasioned at Shrewsbury last Friday morning by the
tragic death of a well -known Salopian who was found decapitated on the Shrewsbury and Hereford
Railway.

I't appears that shortly bef or @uafdouapaseirldtrdinonotiked thehbady mo

ofaman lying on the rails and reported the matter to Albert Edward Jones, foreman shunter who
hastened to the spot, the crossing at Kemp's Eye, Belle Vue, and found the corpse of an old
gentleman whose head had been severed from his body and his right leg severely lacerated. The body
was quite warm, and it was conjectured that the man must have been killed by the Cardiff and
Hereford express which passe dabout3 am.d

The body was subsequently identified as that of Mr. Edward Craston, of Victoria Terrace, Castle
Fields. by his brother, Mr Craston, of Bell Hotel, Princess Street.
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d’he deceased was a son of the late Mr. Edward Craston, hatter. Pride Hill, Shrewsbury. For some

years he was employed in the offices of the Lond on and North Western  Railway Company and later
joined the staff of the Cambrian Railway Company, at Oswestry, where he held an important

appointment until about eight years ago. He has since had no regular employment. At the inquest
held in the afternoon an open verdict was r eturned. 0

Tom Nicholls

'‘O'n the shelf.

For various reasons past generations of my family have lived close to the railway, and when | say

close, | mean close. As a small child, watching and listening to  trains go past the bottom of my

parents and my grandparents gardens became a favourite pastim e of mine. Having recently moved

into Church Stretton itself, I'm close to the railway once again and I find something  comforting about
the sound of trains  passing, particularly  late at night.

Green BTH Type 1 Class 15 diesels were a common sight and sound back in  those early days, mainly
on freight duties. | remember thinking back then, the class had been designed to look a bit like a
steam tank engine. Perhaps the brief had been to come up wit h a diesel design that the died -in-the-
wool, old time steam engine drivers, might find just about acceptable. For what it's worth, in my
opinion the Class 15 was one of the more interesting and aesthetically pleasing diesel designs

of its time, butin prac tical terms it was a bit daft.

Unusually for this country, the Class 15 and 16's had its single cab positioned three quarters of the
way along its length, with a full height bonnet fore and aft. Therefore, unlike other contemporary

diesel designs with a cab at both ends, or at least a single cab at one end, the Class 15 and 16
guaranteed a restricted  view for the driver in BOTH directions, very much like most steam

engines had done in the past.

The poor visibility was made worse when a problem with the Class 15's Paxman engines developed.
They had a tendency to belch copious amounts of thick black smoke, later found to be caused by
water getting into the engine's cylinders. This unfortunately led to numerous breakdowns, gaining
the class a reputation for  poor reliability.

Aged seven, | was oblivious to such problems, so you can imagine my excitement when in a cloud
of its own black smoke, a Class 15 conked out at the bottom of our garden. Dad's camera was fetched
and pointed vaguely in the direction of the drama, the result s of which can be seen below

Fast forward to late last year and my efforts to fit all my goods and chattles into my retirement pad.

Fortunately | found anideal position for my old wall units, with an eye level display shelf just inside

the lounge door, a position passed on each entry to and exit from the room. | thought, whatthat  shelf
needs is a statement piece, an object of interest, something from my collection perhaps. | tried any
number of my OO locomotives, but they just looked lost.

You may recall in the last edition of the new look ASRM journal, | had a bit of a rant about a Hornnby

OO0 gauge box being as big as an EFE O gauge loco box. Well , the contents of the EFE box was
actually anew O gauge Class 15 (bought purely for display purposes you understand) and | have to

say I'm really impressed with it, especially for the price. It has a lot of fine crisp detail, most of which
| can see withou t having to fetch my glasses, working head code discs, interior lights, etched brass




louvres and excellent below the running board detail. It's DCC ready, has factory fitted speakers, but

no smoke unit as yet.

The exact prototype of my model, D8234 went on to become the Liverpool Street pilot when the

ageing J69 'Shed Pet' was retired. Seeing my O gauge Class 15 so frequently and in such close
proximity is good for the soul. Behind it, a collection of Dapol O gauge Bauxite vans is growing at an
alarming rate, a longer shelf  may soon be required, '‘O'dear!

Andy Butler.

Railex 2025
Your editor/chairman and your secretary had a jolly to Railex on Saturday 25 t May. A good chat to a
few familiar faces and a bit of O6networkingd was i
to a grand day out without overdoing it. | made time to take some photos of inspiring scenes which |
am taking the opportunity to share with you. I wondét say too much but | et
themselves but must add that the exhibition guide was disappointing in that it fails to tell the reader
who made, owns, operates each layout. Very unhelpful, especial ly when using it as a reference to

caption the following images!

Those members who attended
the recent talk by Tim Watson
will remember his incredible

2mm scal e model ¢
alleyd seen here
York layout.

| would love to be able to

credit this layout to the

modellers who built it , but
unfortunately  the exhibition
guide makes no mention of

them whatsoever , so | d
know. However, the

photograph was taken by Tim
Watson.
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The superb (if a little crowded)  Harton Gill . Thegui d e
the standard of modelling and attention to detail was excellent.
whether trains were running or not.

doesndt credit thilwt
Plenty of interest for the viewer
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Almost real, almost! 7mm excellence by é ? Exhibiton gui de doesnd s a




Kerrinhead, a masterclass in P4 from Gavin Clark and the Marches Finescale Group. At least | know
that one without referring to the guide.

Kerrinhead was featured in the latest Model Railway Journal, well worth acquiring a copy if you can.




A really charming street scene at Eastwood . The stout might be invalid, the modelling by members of
the SouthHantsMRC cert ai nly isndt

The Eastwood coal drops.  This layout is in 4mm scale and displays remarkable attention to detail.




